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Introduction 

Welcome to our journey…  
Earth, the divinely-designed and miraculously-formed sphere, perfectly engineered to 

be our home, is a precious and exquisite jewel in an enormous universe. Although 

minute in comparison to other gigantic, celestial bodies, Earth is unique in its ability 

to sustain life. Welcome to an exciting and highly creative journey around the planet 

that we call home. 

This book will be your guide in discovering cultures, learning about exotic wildlife, 

exploring colossal mountain ranges, and traversing turbulent rivers around the world. 

You will discover biomes and explore world religions, all the while learning more 

about the incredible Creator of all.  This course is set up to be completed in 36 

weeks, 5 days a week. You will notice that there are many instances where I give 

separate sets of instructions/assignments for younger and older students.   

Note to the teacher  

If you would like to create a well rounded and exciting unit study for students 7th - 

12th grade, with this book as your base, I highly recommend adding either the 

General Science 1: Survey of Earth and Sky, or General Science 2: Survey of 
Geology and Archaeology homeschool curriculum packs. Both are available at 

Master Books. For a unit study for 3rd - 6th add The Big Book of Earth and Sky pack, 

which includes the beautiful, 15 foot fold-out book and the teacher’s guide, also 

available at Master Books.   

Before your student starts this course, please spend some time becoming acquainted 

with the work your child will be completing throughout this course. You may want to 

start by reading the Teacher’s Notes Per Unit in the Appendix. Also, make copies of 

the reproducible forms and templates that I created for resources for the student. You 

will find them in the Appendix of this book and will need to start with at least a few 
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of each for each student. You may also download and print these pages from a PDF 

that you can receive by emailing me your request at angela@jellybeanjar.org.  

Please make sure you carefully read through the following Required Resource list. 

This course does not require a large number of hard-to-find items or resources, but 

the ones you do need are extremely important to have on hand. (All of the required 

resource books are available through Master Books, CBD, or Rainbow Resource.) It 

is acceptable to use ethnic recipes and art projects found for free online, but please 

make sure you find and bookmark all websites beforehand. I do highly recommend 

that you buy the cookbook and art book if at all possible.  

Required Resources you will need often for your journey:  

3rd - 6th grade:  

A copy of You Could End up in Timbuktu! for each student 

Children’s Atlas of God’s World (available through Master Books) 

Eat Your Way Around the World by Jamie Aramini  

Geography Through Art by Sharron Jeffus and Jamie Aramini 

A tablet of high quality tracing paper  

A package of white card stock paper 

A set of high quality colored pencils  

Thin-line markers  

A 1-2 inch three-ring notebook with page protectors 

A kneadable eraser 

File Folders (20 at least)  

7th - 12th grade:  

A copy of You Could End up in Timbuktu! for each student 

National Geographic Student World Atlas 2009 or 2014 edition (or any other 

current student world atlas) 

Eat Your Way Around the World by Jamie Aramini  

Geography Through Art by Sharron Jeffus and Jamie Aramini 
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A tablet of high quality tracing paper  

A package of white card stock paper 

A set of high quality colored pencils  

Thin-line markers  

A 1 inch three-ring notebook with page protectors 

A kneadable eraser 

File Folders (20 at least) 

Table of Contents  
Unit 1: Let’s Explore Our Amazing Earth 

Week 1: Starting at the Beginning 

Day 1: In the Beginning, God… 

Day 2: Establishing Your Worldview  

Day 3: Exploring Your Atlas  

Day 4: Exploring Your Atlas continued 

Day 5: Setting up Your Geography Notebook 
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Week 2: Exploring the Earth’s Layers and Atmosphere  

Day 1: The Earth’s Layers  

Day 2: The Earth’s Atmosphere 

Day 3: Third Rock from the Sun 

Day 4: Mapping the Ecosystems of the Earth 

Day 5: Hands-on Exploration  

Week 3: Exploring the Earth’s Continents, Oceans, and Mountains  

Day 1: Our Seven Continents 

Day 2: Our Five Oceans 

Day 3: Majestic Mountains - Perfectly Balanced 

Day 4: The Pull of the Moon 

Day 5: Hands-on Exploration 

Unit 2: Let’s Explore Australia, New Zealand and Oceania 

Week 4: Mapping Australia, New Zealand, and Oceania 

Day 1: Physical Maps 

Day 2: Political Maps 

Day 3: The Great Barrier Reef 

Day 4: Great Country Report - Australia 

Day 5: Great Country Report - Australia continued 

Week 5: Exploring Australia’s, New Zealand’s, and Oceania’s People and 

Culture 

Day 1: People and Culture of Australia 

Day 2: People and Culture of New Zealand 

Day 3: People and Culture of Oceania’s People 

Day 4: Exploring Ethnic Food 

Day 5: Exploring Ethnic Art 
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Week 6: Exploring Australia’s, New Zealand’s, and Oceania’s Animals 

Day 1: Birds of New Zealand 

Day 2: Animals of New Zealand 

Day 3: Birds of Australia 

Day 4: Animals of Australia 

Day 5: Final Day in Australia 

Week 7: Exploring Australia’s, New Zealand’s, and Oceania’s Plants 

Day 1:Plants of Australia 

Day 2: Plants of New Zealand and Oceania 

Day 3: Trees of Australia 

Day 4: Trees of New Zealand and Oceania 

Day 5: Final Day in this Region of the World 

Unit 3: Let’s Explore Asia 

Week 8: Mapping Asia  

Day 1: Create a Physical Map of Asia 

Day 2: Create a Political map of Asia 

Day 3: The Beautiful Landscape of Asia 

Day 4: The Beautiful Landscape of Asia continued 

Day 5: The Beautiful Landscape of Asia continued 

Week 9: Exploring Asia’s People and Culture - Focus on China 

Day 1: The History of the Chinese People 

Day 2: The History of the Chinese People continued 

Day 3: Chinese Cuisine  

Day 4: Chinese Art 

Day 5: China - Great Country Report 
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Week 10: Exploring Asia’s People and Culture - Focus on Russia 

Day 1: The History of the Russian People 

Day 2: The History of the Russian People continued 

Day 3: Russian Cuisine  

Day 4: Russian Art 

Day 5: Russia - Great Country Report 

Week 11: Exploring Asia’s People and Culture - Focus on India 

Day 1: The History of the Indian People 

Day 2: The History of the Indian People continued 

Day 3: Indian Cuisine 

Day 4: Indian Art 

Day 5: India - Great Country Report 

Week 12: Exploring Asia’s People and Culture - Focus on Japan 

Day 1: The History of the Japanese People 

Day 2: The History of the Japanese People continued 

Day 3: Japanese Cuisine 

Day 4: Japanese Art 

Day 5: Japan - Great Country Report 

Week 13: Exploring Asia’s Animals and Plants 

Day 1: Animals of Asia 

Day 2: Animals of Asia continued 

Day 3: Plants of Asia  

Day 4: Plants of Asia continued  

Day 5: Final Day in Asia 

Unit 4: Let’s Explore Europe 

Week 14: Mapping Europe  
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Day 1: Creating a Physical Map of Europe 

Day 2: Creating a Political Map of Europe 

Day 3: The Beautiful Landscape of Europe 

Day 4: The Beautiful Landscape of Europe continued 

Day 5: The Beautiful Landscape of Europe continued 

Week 15: Exploring Europe’s People and Culture - Focus on the Scandinavia 

Day 1: Denmark - Informational Slideshow 

Day 2: Sweden - Travel Brochure 

Day 3: Norway - Great Country Report 

Day 4: Greenland and Iceland - File-folder Report 

Day 5: Choose Your Activity: Ethnic Cooking and/or Art Project 

Week 16: Exploring Europe’s People and Culture - Focus on the UK and 

Ireland 

Day 1: England - Scrapbook Pages 

Day 2: An Overview of England’s History 

Day 3: Ireland - Travel Brochure 

Day 4: Scotland and Whales - Interest Driven Project 

Day 5: Choose Your Activity: Ethnic Cooking and/or Art Project 

Week 17: Exploring Europe’s People and Culture - Focus on Italy 

Day 1: Italy - File-folder Report 

Day 2: Italian Cuisine 

Day 3: Italian Art 

Day 4: Interest-driven Exploration 

Day 5: Interest-driven Exploration 

Week 18: Exploring Europe’s Animals and Plants 

Day 1: Animals of Europe  
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Day 2: Birds of Europe 

Day 3: Plants of Europe  

Day 4: Trees of Europe 

Day 5: Final Look at Europe 

Unit 5: Let’s Explore Africa 

Week 19: Mapping Africa 

Day 1: Creating a Physical Map of Africa 

Day 2: Creating a Political Map of Africa 

Day 3: Learn the Countries of Africa 

Day 4: Learn the Countries of Africa continued 

Day 5: Learn the Countries of Africa continued 

Week 20: Exploring Africa’s People and Cultures - focus on Northern Africa  

Day 1: Morocco 

Day 2: Algeria  

Day 3: Sudan 

Day 4: Egypt 

Day 5: The Geography of Africa Game 

Week 21: Exploring Africa’s People and Cultures - focus on Central Africa 

Day 1: Mali 

Day 2: Nigeria 

Day 3: Tanzania 

Day 4: Ethiopia 

Day 5: The Geography Game 

Week 22: Exploring Africa’s People and Cultures - Southern Africa 

Day 1: Zambia 

Day 2: Botswana 
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Day 3: Madagascar 

Day 4: South Africa 

Day 5: The Geography of Africa Game 

Week 23: Exploring Africa’s Animals and Plants 

Day 1: Animals of Africa  

Day 2: Birds of Africa 

Day 3: Plants of Africa 

Day 4: Trees of Africa 

Day 5: Final Look at Africa and Show and Tell 

Unit 6: Let’s Explore South America 

Week 24: Exploring South America’s Physical Attributes 

Day 1: Mapping South America 

Day 2: Rivers and Mountains of South America 

Day 3: Find Fun Facts About South America 

Day 4: Find Fun Facts About South America continued 

Day 5: Starting Your Hands-on Project  

Week 25: Exploring South America’s People and Culture - Brazil and 

Argentina 

Day 1: Filmstrip Report - Brazil 

Day 2: Filmstrip Report - Brazil continued 

Day 3: File-folder Report - Argentina 

Day 4: File-folder Report - Argentina continued 

Day 5: Ethnic Food and Art 

Week 26: Exploring South America’s People and Cultures - Chile and Peru 

Day 1: Fold-out Project - Chile 

Day 2: Fold-out Project - Chile continued 
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Day 3: Filmstrip Report - Peru 

Day 4: Filmstrip Report - Peru continued  

Day 5: Ethnic Food and Art 

Week 27: Exploring South America’s People and Cultures - Columbia and 

Venezuela  

Day 1: Great Country Report - Columbia 

Day 2: Great Country Report - Venezuela 

Day 3: Ethnic Food and Art 

Day 4: Governments and Rulers of South America 

Day 5: Hands-on Project 

Week 28: Exploring South America’s Animals and Plants 

Day 1: South America’s Creatures 

Day 2: South America’s Plants and Trees 

Day 3: Focus on the Amazon 

Day 4: Focus on the Amazon continued 

Day 5: Finish Hands-on Project 

Unit 7: Let’s Explore North America 

Week 29: Exploring the Physical Attributes of North America 

Day 1: Physical  Map of North America  

Day 2: Political Map of North America 

Day 3: Fun Facts About North America 

Day 4: Fun Facts About North America continued 

Day 5: Starting Your Hands-on Project 

Week 30: Exploring the People and Cultures of North America - Mexico 

Day 1: Travel Brochure of Mexico 

Day 2: Travel Brochure of Mexico continued 
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Day 3: Ethnic Food 

Day 4: Ethnic Art 

Day 5: Your Choice - Exploration 

Week 31: Exploring the People and Cultures of North America - Canada 

Day 1: Informational Slideshow about Canada 

Day 2: Informational Slideshow about Canada continued 

Day 3: Ethnic Food 

Day 4: Ethnic Art 

Day 5: Hands-on Project 

Week 32: Exploring the People and Cultures of North America - the U.S.A. 

Day 1: Filmstrip Timeline of American History 

Day 2: Filmstrip Timeline of American History continued 

Day 3: America - the Land of Immigrants 

Day 4: Ethnic Food 

Day 5: Ethnic Art 

Week 33: A Trip Around These 50 United States 

Day 1: The Northeast States 

Day 2: The Southeast States 

Day 3: The Midwest States 

Day 4: The Southwest States 

Day 5: The States of the West 

Week 34: Exploring the Animals and Plants of North America 

Day 1: Animals and Birds of North America 

Day 2: Animals and Birds of North America continued 

Day 3: Plants and Trees of North America 

Day 4: Plants and Trees of North America continued 
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Day 5: Finish Hands-on Project 

Unit 8: Let’s Explore Antarctica 

Week 35: The Frozen South 
Day 1: Mapping Antarctica  

Day 2: Fold-out Report: Antarctica   

Day 3: Fold-out Report: Antarctica 

Day 4: Your Choice - Exploration 

Day 5: Your Choice - Exploration  

Week 36: Optional Show and Tell Week 

Day 1: Preparation: Review Units 1 - 3 

Day 2: Preparation: Review Units 4 - 6 

Day 3: Preparation: Review Units 7 - 8 

Day 4: Set Up Presentation 

Day 5: Give Presentation  

Appendix:  
Teacher’s Notes Per Unit 
Supplemental List Per Unit 
Extra Project Suggestions Per Unit 
Websites Per Unit 
Works Cited 
The Insects of the World Project instructions 
The Africa Geography Game 
File-folder and Film-strip Report Instructions  
Reproducible Report Forms 
Reproducible Interactive Notebooking Templates 
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Unit: 1  
Let’s Explore Our Amazing Earth

That’s US! 
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Unit 1

This is a _______________________ map. It shows the ______________________ 

features of the earth.  

Explain how it does this: _______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

What other types of maps and information are featured in your atlas? Take a few 

minutes to explore the information in the front of your atlas.  

Find out about: 
Map projection projects, map key, compass rose 
The Land’s Surface chart or illustration (this is usually an illustration showing such 
features as rivers, tributaries, cliffs, peninsulas, bays, capes, points, mountains, 
lakes, canyons, etc.) 
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 4: Exploring Your Atlas continued 

One of the ways maps help us find a location is by using an “address” called its absolute 
location. Study the illustrations below. As you can see, there are (imaginary) lines running 
north and south, as well as east and west, around the globe.  

Together, they form a grid. This grid is similar to a 
graph that helps us finds exact locations.  
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Each of the lines of latitude are 10° 
apart. 

The center line of latitude that circles 
the earth like a belt is called the 

Equator. Study the illustration. Do 
you see how below the Equator, the 

lines of latitude are negative 
numbers? Discuss this with your 

teacher.  

To find the absolute location of 
anyplace on earth, we simply look 
for the closest intersecting latitude 

and longitude lines.  

Since the earth is roughly a 
sphere (a 3D circular 

shape), it is approximately 
360°in circumference. If we 
divide it evenly by 24 (the 
hours it takes to spin one 
complete turn on its axis),  

we get 15°.  
This means that the lines of 
longitude are 15°apart. 

Using a world map labeled with latitude and longitude lines, practice finding the 
absolute location of several familiar places. 
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Unit 1

Day 5: Setting up Your Geography Notebook 

Today, you will be setting up your Geography Notebook. You will need to gather 

these supplies:  

-   2 inch 3-ring binder with clear plastic sleeve cover 
- At least 25 sturdy, clear page protectors 
- 10 pieces of white card stock 
- Markers and colored pencils 
- Notebook paper 
- The Notebook cover on the next page 

Carefully remove the notebook cover on the next page and slip it into the cover sleeve of 
your 3-ring binder. You may want to write your name and grade on it, too!  

�24

Set aside 7 of the pieces of the white card stock.  

Label the remaining 3 is this way:  

- World Religions 
- Insects of the World 
- Miscellaneous  

On the other 7 pieces of card stock, write the names of the seven continents in 

large lettering and decorate them to match each one. For example: on the Africa 

page, you could paste (or draw) small pictures of lions, zebras, or elephants. If you 

would like, simply write the name of the continent and add embellishment later as 

you study each continent.  

Place each piece of card stock into a page protector and place it in your notebook. 

These will be your dividers to organize your extra projects/material throughout this 

course. 
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Day 4: Mapping the Ecosystems of 

the Earth 

Our earth has a vast variety of 
ecosystems - homes specifically designed 
to support the life that God created. 
Color and label this map to show the 
major ecosystems of the world. Use your 
atlas as reference. Create a map key. 
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Day 3: Majestic Mountains - Perfectly Balanced 
Isaiah 40:12  

Who else has held the oceans in His hand? 

Who has measured off the heavens with His fingers? 

Who else knows the weight of the earth 

or has weighed the mountains and hills on a scale? 

Use your atlas to find out about the mountains of the world.  

Write the names of the major mountain ranges on each continent: 

Write the names and heights of the 10 tallest mountains in the world:  

1.   

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.   
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Day 4: The Pull of the Moon 
Watch these videos and discover how the moon declares the glory of God!  
“Lunar Recession - Why You Should Believe In Creation ...And Not Evolution by David Rives” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2ujpfHJxew 

Research to see how the moon (and the sun) affect Earth’s oceans. Add the details to 

the illustration below.  

How far away is the moon from Earth?  

How far away is Earth from the sun?  
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Unit: 2 
Let’s Explore  

Australia,  
New Zealand, and 

Oceania 

Hello, Mate, you’re going to need these supplies for this 
unit:  

- your atlas, cook book, and art book 
- encyclopedias or access to the internet 
- recommended websites/resources from appendix 
- tracing paper, tape or paste 
- pens, pencils, colored pencils, markers 

You will also need to have these handy: 
- ingredients for your choice of ethnic recipes 
- art supplies for your choice of ethnic art 
- recommended supplemental books from the appendix of this 

book, printer and paper 

Teacher: Please read the note in the Appendix, which  corresponds 
to this unit. Choose which hands-on projects your student will be 
completing and gather the needed supplies. 
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Clockwise: kangaroos are 
perhaps the most common 
marsupial in this region of the 
world. The skyline of Sydney, 
Australia, and Sydney 
Harbour Bridge with a view 
of the Sydney Opera House. 
The beautiful Australian 
Outback. A friendly-looking, 
little wombat, another 
marsupial indigenous to this 
region of the world. 

Australia 
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Week 4: Mapping Australia, New Zealand, and Oceania 

Day 1: Physical Maps 

�41

Map  Key

This page: Using your atlas for reference, color in this outline map of Australia to create a 
physical map. Create a map key in the bottom left corner. Carefully label all mountains, 
rivers, deserts, and any other prominent physical features, making sure you show the 
major biomes. 
Next page: Label the map on the following page to create a physical map. Create a map 
key in the bottom right corner. 
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Day 3: The Great Barrier Reef 
Use your atlas, encyclopedias, library books, or online sources (suggestions in appendix) to 
research these questions. Use this page to write about what you find. (Younger students may 

write one sentence for each question, while older students should write anywhere from a few 
sentences to a full paragraph for each one. You may need to continue on another sheet of paper 

and staple it to this page.) Use the next pages to draw or print and paste more pictures.  
• Where is The Great Barrier Reef located?  

• What exactly is The Great Barrier Reef made of? 

• How big is The Great Barrier Reef? 

• What kinds of creatures live in and around the reef?  

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Pictures of the Great Barrier Reef

Coral 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Jellyfish 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Sea Anemone 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________
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More pictures and information about the Great Barrier Reef  
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Directions for Great Country Report (Day 4 and 5) Younger students: simply research and fill out the 
provided Great Country report template. Older students: research and fill out the provided report template. 
Using the reproducible Biomes and Ecosystems of the World notebook page and the Famous People Around 
the World notebook page (in the Appendix), make 1 notebook page about a famous Australian and 1 
notebook page about the biomes and ecosystems of this region of the world. 



Unit 2

Days 4 and 5 

 

                        Fast Facts                                                Flag 
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Great Country 

Where in the world is Australia?

Capital City:  

Population:  

Terrain:  

Climate:  

Natural Resources:  

Leading Export:  
Type of Government:  

Neighboring Countries: 
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Report - Australia
Famous Landmarks

biomes and ecosystems 

highest elevation 

lowest elevation

Holidays

Famous Australians

clothes
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Day 4: Exploring Ethnic Food 
Today you are going to be creating an ethnic dish. Copy the recipe(s) into the space 

below. Take pictures and paste one down by our kangaroo friend!  
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That looks good 
enough to eat!

Sample



Unit 2

Day 5: Exploring Ethnic Art 
Today you are going to be experimenting with Australian art. Take pictures and use 

the space below to create a simple scrapbook page as a keepsake! 
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Day 2: Animals/Fish of New Zealand 
Use your encyclopedia and your online resources (listed in the appendix) to research and 
read about each of the animals listed below.  

Younger students: Choose one or two to draw (or print and paste a photo) and write 

about in the space below. 

Older students: On a separate sheet of paper (you may want to create a notebook page 

and place it in your notebook) find and report this information for each animal listed: 
Scientific name, higher classification, height, mass/weight, lifespan. Print and paste a photo 
of each animal. 
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Pekapeka bat, Hector’s Dolphin, Hamilton’s Frog, Yellow-Eyed Penguins, 
Little Blue Penguins, Chevron Skink Lizards, Fur Seal, Tuatara

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________
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Day 3: Birds of Australia  
Use your encyclopedia and your online resources (listed in the appendix) to research and 
read about each of the birds listed below.  

Younger students: Research about the animals pictured below and write about them. 

Read about the animals listed below, and tell your family or class about them. 

Older students: Visit http://www.birdlife.org.au/all-about-birds/australias-birds/find-a-

bird, and read through the birds listed there. Choose five birds. On a separate sheet of 
paper, create a notebook page about what you find, using this informations: Scientific 
name, higher classification, wingspan, mass/weight, lifespan. If possible, print and paste a 
photo of each bird. 
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Apostlebird, Australasian Bittern, Australasian Gannet, 
Australasian Shoveler, Australian Hobby, Australian Owlet-
nightjar, Australian Painted Snipe, Australian Ringneck, 
Australian Kingfisher, Barking Owl, Bar-tailed Godwit, Black 
Honeyeater, Black-browed Albatross 

Peacock 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Little Blue Penguin 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________

Australian  
Kingfisher

http://www.birdlife.org.au/all-about-birds/australias-birds/find-a-bird
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Day 4: Animals of Australia 
Younger students: Use this website to explore the animals of Australia: http://

www.activewild.com/australian-animals-list/ to research. Write about each animal pictured 
below.   
Older students:  Visit http://www.outback-australia-travel-secrets.com/

australian_animals.html, and read about the animals listed there. Choose five animals. On a 
separate sheet of paper, create a notebook page about what you find, using this 
informations: Scientific name, higher classification, height, mass/weight, lifespan. If possible, 
print and paste a photo of each animal. 
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Koala 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Sea Horse 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________

Watch OUT for this guy!  
Eastern Brown Snake are especially bad-
tempered snakes. These easily irritated 
creatures are the second most deadly snakes 
in the world! 

http://www.activewild.com/australian-animals-list/
Sample
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Day 5: A Final Look at Australia, New Zealand, and Oceania  

Younger Students: Today you will be preparing and giving an oral presentation 

using your study of Australia, New Zealand, and Oceania. You may use your pages 

in this book and any other pictures, maps, or projects to give a formal show-and-tell 

to your class or family. Ask someone to take pictures of you doing your presentation 

and make a scrapbook page as a keepsake of your time in the Land Down Under. 

Place it in your notebook.   

Older Students: Today is your chance to discover and write about the religions and 

common worldview of the people who live in this region of the world. Create a short 

report using the reproducible Religions of the World form in the appendix. Place it in 

your geography notebook.  

All students:  
Finish any extra projects, movies, or documentaries you may be completing for this 

unit. If you are completing the Insects of the World project, add this region to your 

notebook section. 
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The Hobbit movies 
were filmed largely 
in New Zealand! 
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Unit 3

Week 9: Exploring Asia’s People and Culture - Focus on China 

Days 1 - 2: The History of the Chinese People 
Over the next two days, you will be researching and constructing a timeline of the 

Chinese people.  

Younger students: use six index cards and divide the years outlined at this website: 

http://www.chaos.umd.edu/history/time_line.html between them. Decide which events (you 
may choose one event per index card) to research and write about. You may want to ask 
your teacher to help guide you or to check your work. Over the next two days, research 
your chosen event and write a few sentences about each on the back of your cards. If at all 
possible, print and paste pictures to decorate your cards and the space around the timeline 
pocket.   

Older student: use 10 index cards and divide the years outlined at the website mentioned 

above. Research at least two events on each card and write about it on the back of your 
cards. You may want to staple another card to your card if you run out of room. If at all 
possible, print and paste pictures to decorate your cards and the space around the timeline 

pocket.  
Cut out the pocket below. Fold edges under and paste to the space on the next page.  
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http://www.chaos.umd.edu/history/time_line.html
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Chinese history  
timeline

place timeline pocket here. 

Note: Gather the ingredients for your cooking project in your next lesson and the materials needed for 
your art project in the following lesson. 
Note to older students: Over the next two days, you will be exploring ethnic cuisine and art. During 
these two days, also research and fill out a Religions of the World notebook page for China. There are 
website recommendations for this project in the Appendix. 

The Great Wall of China took over 2,000 years to make!  
If you would like to learn more about this incredible 
5,500 mile long wall and the people who made it, visit 
these websites and videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dIyk65vR-g 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NstdaCw4MCs 
Older students (45 min documentary):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjlydnRqcmw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dIyk65vR-g
Sample

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjlydnRqcmw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dIyk65vR-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjlydnRqcmw
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< The Jiangyin bridge 
over the Yangtze River 
in China. This 3,915 
mile long river is the 
longest river in Asia, 
and the third longest in 
the world.  

< The Great Wall of 
China is 5,500 miles 
long, and is one of the 
only structures visible 
from outer space!  
It took about 2,000 
years to complete.  

< The country of 
Japan  is extremely 
modern and 
technologically 
advanced. This 
archipelago of 
islands is often 
subject to 
earthquakes and 
tsunamis. 

Designed by fanjianhua / Freepik
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AsiaAsia, the largest continent, is truly 
vast - holding the two most heavily 
populated nations in the entire 
world: China and India. 

< The Taj Mahal is a huge, 
elaborate mausoleum, built 
for the wife of a Mughal 
emperor, in 1632.  

< The Temple of Mînâkshi is 
a Hindu temple located in 
Madurai in Tamil Nadu. 

        
      < Indian Hindu Dancer

Sample
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Week 13: Exploring Asia’s Animals and Plants 

Days 1-2: The Animals of Asia 

Younger students: Using the websites listed in the Appendix and any other resources 
your teacher suggests, choose two to four animals or birds indigenous to Asia. Research 
and read about each one. Choose several interactive notebooking templates* to show what 
you learn. Paste them on a piece of white card stock and file them in your Asia notebook 
section. 

Older students: Follow the directions above. Choose four to six animals from the websites 
listed in the Appendix. 
*You may, as an alternative, use the Animals and Birds of the World Notebook page.  

Days 3-4: The Plants of Asia 

Younger students: Using the websites listed in the Appendix and any other resources 
your teacher suggests, choose two to four plants and trees indigenous to Asia. Research and 
read about each one. Choose several interactive notebooking templates* to show what you 
learn. Paste them on a piece of white card stock and file them in your Asia notebook 
section. 

Older students: Follow the directions above. Choose four to six plants and trees from the 
websites listed in the Appendix.  
*You may, as an alternative, use the Plants and Trees of the World Notebook page. 
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Day 5: A Final Look at Asia 

Younger Students: Today you will be preparing and giving an oral presentation using 
your study of Asia. You may use your pages in this book and any other pictures, maps, or 
projects to give a formal show-and-tell to your class or family. Ask someone to take pictures 
of you doing your presentation and place a few here on this page as a keepsake of your 
time in the Mysterious East.  

Older Students: Today is your chance to discover and write about the religions and 
common worldview of the people who live in this region of the world. Create a short 
report using the reproducible Religions of the World form in the appendix. Place it in your 
geography notebook. (Ask your teacher if you should do a report about each of the major 
countries studied in this unit, or if you should choose one to focus on.)  All students: Finish 
any extra projects, movies, or documentaries you may be completing for this unit. If you 
are completing the optional Insects of the World project, add Asia to that section of your 
notebook.

Sample
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Asian (Indian) Elephants are slightly smaller than their African 
counterparts.  

These creatures usually weigh in at between 6,000 and 12,000 pounds, 
depending on their gender.  

Males stand between 8 - 9 feet tall at the shoulder, while females are 
slightly shorter at 7 - 8 feet at the shoulder.  

If you would like, do a little research on the memory ability of these 
amazing creatures!  
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Just for fun!  
Find out about each of these icons of Europe! Write about each one. 
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_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Leaning Tower of…

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Sample
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Week 15: Exploring Europe’s People and Culture - Focus on the Scandinavia 
Day 1: Denmark 
Look back at your map from Week 14, Day 2. Use a red pencil or pen to circle the 

countries that make up Scandinavia: Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Greenland, and 

Iceland.  

Today, you are going to make an informational slideshow about Denmark. If you 

know how to make a slideshow using a computer software program, you may do so 

with your teacher’s permission; if you do not know how to use a computer program, 

you may follow the directions outline and template in the Appendix to make a “film-

strip” report. You may draw and color pictures or print and paste them. Follow the 

folding directions for your report and paste it in the space provided on the next 

page.  

Research to find this information about Denmark:  
- Print a small political map of Denmark 
- Denmark flag 
- Capital City 
- Population 
- Terrain 
- Climate 
- Natural Resources 
- Leading Export 
- Type of Government 
- Neighboring Countries 
- Biomes and Ecosystems 
- Highest Elevation 
- Lowest Elevation 
- A few of the country’s famous landmarks 
- Famous citizens 
- Holidays 
- Food and clothes  

�125



Unit 4

Day 5: Choose Your Activity - Ethnic Cooking and/or Art Project 
Write your recipe on an index card and take pictures of your finished cooking 

project. Place them on this page. If you do an art project, include a photo below.  
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Sample
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Day 3: Ireland  

Younger students, today, you are going to make a travel brochure about Ireland. 

Follow the directions outline and reproducible template for the travel brochure in the 

Appendix to make a short report. You may draw and color pictures or print and 

paste them. Follow the folding directions for your brochure and storage pocket and 

paste it in the space provided on the next page. 

Older students, as an alternative, you may use the reproducible Great Country 

Report and Religions of the World forms to record what you learn about Ireland. File 

both completed forms in your geography notebook.  

Research to find this information about Ireland:  
- Print a small political map of Ireland 
- Irish flag 
- Capital City 
- Population 
- Terrain 
- Climate 
- Natural Resources 
- Leading Export 
- Type of Government 
- Neighboring Countries 
- Biomes and Ecosystems 
- Highest Elevation 
- Lowest Elevation 
- A few of the country’s famous landmarks 
- Famous citizens 
- Holidays 
- Food and clothes 
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Day 4: Scotland and Wales - Interest Driven Project 

Today, read (or watch) information about Scotland and Wales. If you would like (or 

if your teacher requires), print and paste pictures showing some of the beautiful 

landmarks and scenery of each one. Make sure you write a caption for each photo.  

Take notes about any documentaries or travel DVDs you watch.  
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Sample
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Week 17: Exploring Europe’s People and Culture - Focus on Italy 

Day 1: Italy - File-folder Report 
Today, you are going to make a file folder report about Italy. Follow the directions 

outline and template in the Appendix to make your report. You may draw and color 

pictures or print and paste them. When you are finished with your report, keep it in a 

safe place.  

Research to find this information for Italy:  
- Print a small political map of Italy 
- Italy’s flag 
- Capital City 
- Population 
- Terrain 
- Climate 
- Natural Resources 
- Leading Export 
- Type of Government 
- Neighboring Countries 
- Biomes and Ecosystems 
- Highest Elevation 
- Lowest Elevation 
- A few of the country’s famous landmarks 
- Famous citizens 
- Holidays 
- Food and clothes 
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Note: Gather the ingredients for your cooking project in your next lesson and the materials needed for 
your art project in the following lesson. 
Note to older students: Over the next two days, you will be exploring ethnic cuisine and art. During 
these two days, also research and fill out a Religions of the World notebook page for the nation of Italy. 
There are website recommendations for this project in the Appendix. 
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Clockwise: The Colosseum - an amphitheatre, which dates 
back to 80AD, is in Rome and is a major tourist attraction. 
Many early Christians were martyred in this very place. 
Center: The streets of Venice, Italy are actually waterways. 
Bottom: Manarola, Italy

Italy

Sample
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Clockwise: Stonehenge is an 
ancient monument located in 
England. St. Patrick’s Day, 
March 17, is a cultural/
religious holiday, which 
originated as a remembrance 
of the death of St. Patrick, the 
patron saint of Ireland. 
Ireland’s beautiful, lush 
countryside has earned it the 
title “The Green Isle.” Below, 
the Irish coastline is a mix 
beautiful, craggy cliffs and 
sandy beaches.

Ireland
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Week 18: Exploring Europe’s Animals and Plants 

Days 1-2: The Animals of Europe 

Younger students: Using the websites listed in the Appendix and any other resources 
your teacher suggests, choose two to four animals or birds indigenous to Europe. Research 
and read about each one. Choose several interactive notebooking templates* to show what 
you learned. Paste them on a piece of white card stock and file them in your Europe 
notebook section. 

Older students: Follow the directions above. Choose four to six animals from the websites 
listed in the Appendix. 
*You may, as an alternative, use the Animals and Birds of the World Notebook page.  

Days 3-4: The Plants of Europe 

Younger students: Using the websites listed in the Appendix and any other resources 
your teacher suggests, choose two to four plants and trees indigenous to Europe. Research 
and read about each one. Choose several interactive notebooking templates* to show what 
you learned. Paste them on a piece of white card stock and file them in your Europe 
notebook section. 

Older students: Follow the directions above. Choose four to six plants and trees from the 
websites listed in the Appendix.  
*You may, as an alternative, use the Plants and Trees of the World Notebook page. 

 

The continent of Europe is partially  
in the Western Hemisphere and  
partially in the Eastern Hemisphere. 
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Sample



Day 5: A Final Look at Europe 

Younger Students: Today you will be preparing and giving an oral presentation 
using your study of Europe. You may use your pages in this book and any other 
pictures, maps, or projects to give a formal show-and-tell to your class or family. Ask 
someone to take pictures of you doing your presentation and place a few on a  
page in your notebook as a keepsake of your time in history-rich Europe.  

Older Students: Today is your chance to discover and write about the religions and 
common worldview of the people who live in this region of the world. Create a short 
report using the reproducible Religions of the World form in the appendix. Place it in 
your geography notebook. (Ask your teacher if you should do a report about each 
of the major countries studied in this unit, or if you should choose one to focus on.)  
All students: Finish any extra projects, movies, or documentaries you may be 
completing for this unit. If you are completing the optional Insects of the World 
project, add Europe to that section of your notebook.

Unit 4
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Week 20: Exploring Africa’s People and Cultures - focus on Northern Africa 

Day 1: Morocco

�159

Research to find this information  

for Morocco. Check off each one.   
- Morocco’s flag 

- Capital City 

- Population 

- Terrain 

-  Climate 

- Natural Resources 

- Type of Government 

- Neighboring Countries 

- Biomes and Ecosystems 

- Highest Elevation/Lowest Elevation 

- A few of the country’s landmarks 

- Holidays 

- Food and Clothes

Color and label the map. Show where the 
capital city of Morocco is located.  

For your fold-out project:  

1. Print a small political map of Morocco, and 
tape it to the top left corner of your first fold-
out panel.   

2. Research to find the information on the left. 
Write it neatly near your map. Draw/print a 
flag.  

3. Print and paste several photos of landscapes 
or people who live in Morocco.  

4. Older students, fill out a Religions of the 
World report form and file it in your 
notebook. 
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Week 21: Central Africa - Day 1: Mali
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For your fold-out project:  

1. Print a small political map of Mali, and tape it 
to the top left corner of your next fold-out 
panel.   

2. Research to find the information on the left. 
Write it neatly near your map. Draw/print a 
flag. 

3. Print and paste several photos of landscapes 
or people who live in Mali.  

4. Older students, fill out a Religions of the 
World report form and file it in your 
notebook. 

Color and label the map.  
Label:   

   Timbuktu! 

Research to find this  

information for Mali:  
- Mali’s flag 

- Capital City 

- Population 

- Terrain 

-  Climate 

- Natural Resources 

- Type of Government 

- Neighboring Countries 

- Biomes and Ecosystems 

- Highest Elevation/Lowest Elevation 

- A few of the country’s landmarks 

- Holidays 

- Food and Clothes

Sample
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Day 5: The Geography Game 
Today, take the time to play the Geography Game to review the African countries 

you are learning. If you need to finish any projects from this week, use today to that 

also. 

168

Fill in as many countries as possible without looking at your atlas! 
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Week 23: Exploring Africa’s Animals and Plants  

Days 1 - 2: Animals and Birds of Africa 
	 Most of us think about African elephants when we think about the animals indigenous 

to that great continent, but what other animals and birds live there? Younger Students: 
Use an encyclopedia or library books (or the website suggestions in the Appendix) and find 
out about as many African animals as you can! Make a small booklet by folding 2 - 4 pieces 
of printer paper in half and stapling along the spine. Glue pictures of African animals into 
your booklet and write a line or two about each one. Store your booklet in a page 

protector in your geography notebook. Older Students: Do some research on the animals 

and birds of Africa. Choose one or two creature(s) of particular interest to report about 
using an Animals and Birds of the World report form. As a side topic, research the practice 
of poaching elephants for their tusks. Discuss (with your teacher) or write about what you 

find.  
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African Elephants can weigh up to 6.6 tons 
and stand 10 feet tall - that’s a lot of elephant! 

Both male and female African elephants have 
tusks. These tusks are used for a variety of 
activities, such as digging up roots and foliage 
from the ground and protecting their young.  

Female elephants work together to protect 
their young. These females form large herds, 
which are extremely dependent upon each 
other. Male elephants leave this female herd 
when they are around fourteen years old.  

At that point, the young male will join the male 
herd which moves around more frequently 
than the female herd.  

information from animalfactguide.com  More citing information in 
Appendix.

Amazing African  elephant  facts

http://animalfactguide.com
Sample

http://animalfactguide.com
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  South American Love Birds 
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Hola amigo* you’re going to need these supplies for this unit:  
-  supplies for the salt dough map that you will be creating of South America**   
- your atlas, cook book, and art book 
- encyclopedias or access to the internet 
- recommended websites/resources from appendix 
- tracing paper, tape or paste, index cards 
- pens, pencils, colored pencils, markers, scissors  

You will also need to have these handy: 
- ingredients for your choice of ethnic recipes 
- art supplies for your choice of ethnic art 
- recommended supplemental books from the appendix of this book 

Teacher: Please read the note in the Appendix, which  corresponds to this unit. 
Choose the hands-on projects your student will be completing and gather the needed 
supplies.  
*Hello, friend in Spanish 
** Instructions in Appendix

Unit: 6 
Let’s Explore  
South America
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Week 24: Exploring South America’s Physical Attributes 

Day 1: Mapping South America 
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map key

Using your atlas for reference, color in this outline map of South America to create a physical map, 
and create a map key. Carefully label all mountains, rivers, deserts, and any other prominent 
physical features, making sure you show the major biomes and ecosystems.

Sample
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Using your atlas for reference, color in this outline map of South America to create a political map, 
and create a map key. Carefully label all capital cities. Outline and color each country in a variety 
of colors. 

map key



Clockwise: Machu Picchu is a 
Ancient Incan citadel in the Peruvian 
Andes Mountains.  

   Bogota is Columbia’s capital city. 

Angel Falls, Venezuela, is 3,212 feet 
high. It is the highest, uninterrupted 
falls in the world.  

Unit 6
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Sample
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Week 25: Exploring South America’s People and Culture - Brazil and Argentina 

Days 1 - 2: File-folder Report - Brazil 

You are going to make a file folder report about Brazil. Follow the directions outline 

and template in the Appendix to make your report. You may draw and color pictures 

or print and paste them. When you are finished with your report, keep it in a safe 

place.  

Research to find this information for Brazil:  
- Print a small political 

map of Brazil 
- Brazil’s flag 
- Capital City 
- Population 
- Terrain 
- Climate 
- Natural Resources 
- Leading Export 
- Type of Government 
- Neighboring Countries 
- Biomes and Ecosystems 
- Highest Elevation 
- Lowest Elevation 
- A few of the country’s 

famous landmarks 
- Famous citizens 
- Holidays 
- Food and clothes 
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Day 5 

Ethnic Food and Art. You choose your activity! Cook an ethnic dish or create 

an ethnic art project.  
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Directions for Fold-out and Great Country Reports (Week 26) Younger students: simply research 
and fill out the provided report template. Older students: (throughout out week 26) research and fill out the 
provided report template. Using the reproducible Biomes and Ecosystems of the World notebook page and 
the Famous People Around the World notebook page (in the Appendix), make 1 notebook page about a 
famous person and 1 notebook page about the biomes and ecosystems of the countries you study. 

Sample
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Days 3 and 4: Filmstrip Report - Peru (Follow the directions on the template in the Appendix.) 
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NOTE: Older students, fill out a Religions of the World report form for each of the countries studied in 
Week 27.

Research to find this  

information for Peru:  
- Peru’s flag 

- Capital City 

- Population 

- Terrain 

-  Climate 

- Natural Resources 

- Leading Export 

- Type of Government 

- Neighboring Countries 

- Biomes and Ecosystems 

- Highest Elevation/Lowest 

Elevation 

- A few of the country’s 

landmarks 

- Holidays 

- Food and Clothes



Unit 5

Week 28: Exploring South America’s Animals and Plants  

Days 1 - 2: Creatures and Plants of South America 
	 Younger Students: Use an encyclopedia or library books (or the website 

suggestions in the Appendix) find out about as many South American animals as you can! 
Make a small booklet by folding 2 pieces of printer paper in half and stapling along the 
spine. Glue pictures of South American animals into your booklet and write a line or two 
about each one. Make another booklet about the plants and trees of South America. Store 

your booklets in page protectors in your geography notebook. Older Students: Do some 

research on the animals, birds, plants, and trees of South America. Choose one or two 
creature(s) and plants/trees of particular interest to report about using an Animals and Birds 
of the World and a Plants and Trees of the World report form. As a side topic, research the 
controversy surrounding the Amazon Rain forest. Discuss (with your teacher) or write about 

what you find.  
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There are at least 30 known species of 
Amazon Parrots living from down in South 
America up through Mexico and the 
Caribbean.  

These birds make wonderful domestic pets, as 
they are extremely intelligent, and can be 
cuddly, playful, and talkative.  

It has been said that parrots can have the 
ability to learn quite complicated and complex 
tasks and games.  

Their ability to learn to speak is second only to 
the African Grey Parrot.  

information from http://faze.ca/amazon-parrots/ More citing 
information in Appendix.

Amazing Amazon Green Parrot

Sample
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Days 3 - 4: Focus on the Amazon 
The Amazon Rainforest is a massive ecosystem that covers most of the northwestern part of 
Brazil and extends up into Columbia, Peru, and several other South American countries. 
Although it has many rivers, the Amazon River is the longest river in the world at 4,345 
miles long! On Days 3 and 4, research this area of the world. Use either reproducible 
report forms, a file-folder report layout, or multiple interactive notebooking templates to 
report what you discover. Include information about the endangered aspects of the Amazon 
Rainforest.  
Here are a few websites to help you get started: 
http://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/amazon-river.html  http://www.interestingfunfacts.com/facts-
about-amazon-river.html   http://factslegend.org/20-
interesting-amazon-river-facts/ 
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Day 5: Finish your salt-dough map project and give a show-and-tell presentation about what you 
learned in this unit. Have fun!

http://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/amazon-river.html
http://www.interestingfunfacts.com/facts-about-amazon-river.html
http://factslegend.org/20-interesting-amazon-river-facts/
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Hi ya’ll* 

you’re going to need these supplies for this unit:  
- **supplies for your North America ecosystem/habitat 

project 
- your atlas, cook book, and art book 
- encyclopedias or access to the internet 
- recommended websites/resources from appendix 
- tracing paper, tape or paste, index cards 
- pens, pencils, colored pencils, markers, scissors  

You will also need to have these handy: 
- ingredients for your choice of ethnic recipes 
- art supplies for your choice of ethnic art 
- recommended supplemental books from the appendix of 

this book 

Teacher: Please read the note in the Appendix, which  
corresponds to this unit. Choose which hands-on projects 
your student will be completing and gather the needed 
supplies.  
*Hello, friend in a southern accent common in the southern 
areas of the U.S.A.  
** Instructions in Appendix

Unit: 7 
Let’s Explore  

North America
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Week 29: Exploring the Physical Attributes of North America 

Day 1: Mapping North America - Physical Map 
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map key

Using your atlas for reference, color in this outline map of North America to create a political map, 
and create a map key. Carefully label all capital cities. Outline and color each country in a variety 
of colors. 

Sample
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Week 31: Exploring the People and Cultures of North America - Canada 
Days 1 - 2: Informational Slideshow about Canada 
Today, you are going to make an informational slideshow about Canada. If you 

know how to make a slideshow using a computer software program, you may do so 

with your teacher’s permission; if you do not know how to use a computer program, 

you may follow the directions outline and template in the Appendix to make a “film-

strip” report. You may draw and color pictures or print and paste them. Follow the 

folding directions for your report and paste it in the space provided on the next 

page.  

Research to find this information about Canada:  
- Print a small political map of Canada 
- Flag 
- Capital City 
- Population 
- Terrain 
- Climate 
- Natural Resources 
- Leading Export 
- Type of Government 
- Neighboring Countries 
- Biomes and Ecosystems 
- Highest Elevation 
- Lowest Elevation 
- A few of the country’s famous 

landmarks 
- Famous citizens 
- Holidays 
- Food and clothes  
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Raccoons often “douse” their food in water 
because their mouths do not make much saliva. It 
is thought that the dousing helps their digestion. 

Sample
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Color and label the map to show the provinces, capitals, and territories.  
 

�216

Glue your 

film-strip 

report  

here. 
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Days 3 - 4: Plants and Trees of North America 
Younger Students: Use an encyclopedia or library books (or the website suggestions in 

the Appendix) find out about as many North American plants and trees as you can! Make 
small booklets by folding 2 pieces of printer paper in half and stapling along the spine. Glue 
pictures of North American plants into your booklet and write a line or two about each one. 
Make another booklet about the trees of North America. Store your booklets in page 

protectors in your geography notebook. Older Students: Do some research on the plants 

and trees of North America. Choose one or two of particular interest to report about using 
a Plants and Trees of the World report forms.

�231

Day 5: Hands-on project Finish up your big North America project. 

Sample



Unit 8
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Unit: 8 
Let’s Explore  

Antarctica
Hi, friend! you’re going to need these 
supplies for this unit:  

- your atlas 
- encyclopedias or access to the internet 
- recommended websites/resources from 

appendix 
- tape or paste, index cards 
- pens, pencils, colored pencils, markers, 

scissors  

You will also need to have these handy: 
- recommended supplemental books from 

the appendix of this book 

Teacher: Please read the note in the 
Appendix, which  corresponds to this unit. If 
you are going to do any extra hands-on 
projects with this unit, gather the needed 
materials.  
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Week 35: The Frozen South 
Day 1: Mapping Antarctica  

Color and label the map showing both the physical and the man made features of 

Antarctica. Make a map key to explain. 
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Map Key

Sample
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Days 2 - 3: Exploring Antarctica 
Use your atlas and some of the suggested websites in the Appendix to research 

Antarctica. Use the appropriate report forms or interactive notebooking templates to 

record what you discover about these topics:  
- Who lives on Antarctica? 
- Who governs Antarctica?  
- Are there any major cities? 
- What is the population? 
- What types of ecosystems are there? 
- What types of creatures (animals and birds) live there? (Find out about the 

Emperor Penguins!)  
- What types of plants and trees are there? 
- Who first discovered/explored Antarctica? 

If you use interactive notebooking templates, paste them to a piece (or 2) of white 

card stock and file it in the appropriate place in your geography notebook. 
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Appendix

Think of this Appendix as a suitcase full of resources and ideas for your 
journey around the world.  

Report Forms: 
If you would prefer to print these reproducible forms and templates from a 
downloadable file, please email me at angela@jellybeanjar.org and request them 
in a free PDF.  

Optional Closer Look Units for Older Students:  
These four units are available for families with older students.  
Included in this PDF: 
- South East Asia and Polynesia  
- The Middle East 
- The Caribbean  
- Alaska and Hawaii 
You may email me at angela@jellybeanjar.org to receive them in a free 
downloadable PDF. 

Website links:  
A PDF of all recommended websites (with links) is available at my blog, 
angelaodellblog.com under the free resources tab. If you would like to access these 
links via a tablet or smart phone, you may simply open the PDF and click on the 
links. 

mailto:angela@jellybeanjar.org
Sample

mailto:angela@jellybeanjar.org
http://angelaodellblog.com
mailto:angela@jellybeanjar.org
mailto:angela@jellybeanjar.org
http://angelaodellblog.com


Appendix

Teacher Notes Per Unit 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  

A quick word on grading. I personally do not worry about keeping grades with 

students younger than middle school age. However, if you need to do so, here is a 

simple rubric to follow for younger students, 9 years - 12 years old.  
25% of each unit’s grade = willing completion (not being nagged to complete their work).  

25% of each unit’s grade = thoroughness (not skipping or skimping on assignments) and neatness of 

their work.  

50% of each unit’s grade = permanent learning (based on thorough oral narration) 

I would start with 100% and take away one or two points each time I have to remind my student to 

do their work, if something is done in a hurried, messy fashion or something is not completed 

thoroughly according to the assignment.   

You may use the above rubric for older students also, except if you want to grade 
their permanent learning, take review days to have them complete a thorough 
written narration for each unit. A word of caution, however… Too much testing takes 
the joy out of learning. I highly recommend that you let this course be an exciting, 
joy-filled journey around the world. You will see that your student is learning and 
exploring on their own by simply looking through their work!  

Unit 1:  
This first unit is a quick look at how it all started. It is important that your student 
understands how their atlas is laid out and how to find the information they are going 
to need. Look through the unit to make sure you know if and when your involvement 
is needed. This course is set up to be completed either with your help or 
independently by your student(s). 

Unit 2:  
We start our journey in the Land Down Under. Please look through the unit coming 
up! Unit 2 covers Australia, Oceania, and New Zealand. Look through the resource 
list and decide if there will be any travel videos, books, or other resources that will 
need to be gathered. Your student(s) will be in this region for four weeks. If your 
student (and you!) would like to do an extra larger hands-on project, look through 
the list or visit the “Timbuktu” Pinterest board for ideas.  
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Appendix

Supplemental List Per Unit 

General Recommended Supplemental Resources to Use Throughout this Course 
3rd - 6th: 
•Geography From A to Z 
•Living World Encyclopedia (Usborne) 
•The Great Insect Search (Usborne) 
•The Great Animal Search (Usborne) 
•DK Flags of the World Sticker Book 
•100 Facts You Should Know - World Wonders 
•Passport (sold very inexpensively through Rainbow Resource) 
•Coloring/sticker books God Created the Animals of the World*, God Created the 

Birds of the World, God Created the Fish of the World, and God Created the 
Plants and Trees of the World, all available at Master Books  

•Animals of the World DK 
• (highly recommended) The Ecology Book* from the Wonders of Creation series 

(available through Master Books) 

• Material World, Women in the Material World, and Hungry Planet. These three books 
give a fascinating behind the scenes look into many aspects of life around the world, in 
various cultures.   

  
Everyone:  
If you are going to invest in ONE travel DVD for your journey through this course, I 
recommend that you purchase the Reader’s Digest Classic Collection Journey of a 
Lifetime. This 170 minute tour of the world is available at Rainbow Resource for 
under $15.   

*Indicates Creation Science resource. 
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Misc:  
DK Atlas of Ancient Worlds  

Literature Suggestions 
Read Aloud: 
Gladys Aylward - the Adventure of a Lifetime (YWAM publication) 
William Carey - Obliged to Go (YWAM publication) 
Independent reading:  
younger -  
A Pair of Red Clogs by Masako Matsuno (Japan) 
Grass Sandals by Dawnine Spivak (Japan) 
Another Celebrated Dancing Bear by Gladys Scheffrin-Falk (Russia) 
The Story of Ping by Marjorie Flack (China) 
younger/older -  
Lottie Moon - Changing China for Christ (China) 
Little Pear by Eleanor Frappes Lattimore (China) 
The Boy Who Biked the World: Riding Home Through Asia by Alastair Humphreys  
Sadako and the 1000 Cranes by Eleanor Coerr (Japan 
older -  
Eric Liddell by Catherine Swift (China) 
Samurais Tale by Erik Christian Haugaard 
Angel of the Square by Gloria Whelan (Russia) 

Library Tub: 
DK and/or Usborne books about China, Japan, India, Korea, Russia, etc.  
Books about the silk trade  
Books about Asian landmarks and man made wonders  
Books about ancient China, India, and Japan 

Unit 4: Europe 
3rd - 6th:  
Castle by David Macaulay  
You Wouldn’t Want to Live in a Medieval Castle! by Jacqueline Morley  

7th+: 
The above, plus historic religions of this area, famous citizens of this area.  
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Misc:  
Ticket to Ride Africa (Game) 

Literature Suggestions 
Read Aloud: 
David Livingstone (YWAM publication) 
The Story of Amistad by Emma Gelders Sterne 
Independent reading:  
younger -  
The Giraffe that Walked to Paris by Nancy Milton  
younger/older:  
The Boy Who Biked the World: On the Road to Africa by Alastair Humphreys 
older -  
A Girl Named Disaster by Nancy Farmer 
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Parker  

Library Tub: 
African Animals 
The Nile River 
Egypt 
Deserts 
Savannas  

Middle East Focus:  
I Dared to Call Him Father by Bilquis Sheikh 

Unit 6: South America  
I have never found an abundance of materials that are a great supplement to a study on 
South America. The books that I do recommend are listed below. However, I do recommend 
that you use your local library to find picture books about creatures of the Amazon 
Rainforest and River. Along with the assigned hands-on project, a few travel DVDs, and the 
recommended resources below, you should have plenty to bring the jungles to life.  

Literature Suggestions 
Read Aloud: 
Lights in a Dark Place (Missionary story) Columbia 
Jim Elliot (YWAM publication) 
Independent reading:  
younger: Capyboppy by Bill Peet (a wonderful story about a domesticated 
capybara) Highly enjoyable! 
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Unit 2: Australia, New Zealand, Oceania 
Younger:  
Aussie Animal Crafts (P)  
Koala in a Tree Craft (P) 
Older:  
Maori Fried Bread (New Zealand) (P) 
New Zealand Koru (P) 

Unit 3: Asia 
Younger:  
Make your very own Russian stacking dolls! (P)  
Make paper lanterns (many pictures and instructions online!) (P) 
Try some origami! (many pictures and instructions online!) (P) 
Younger/Older:  
Color a beautifully intricate Russian design to use for a card or for your notebook  
Tissue Wall hangings (P) 
Use FloraCraft Styrofoam Bricks™ (available through Amazon) to make a model of 
the Great Wall of China  
Older:  
Create a more intricate paper Chinese dragon (P) 
Create beautiful paper-plate fans (P) 

Unit 4: Europe 
For all ages:  
Eiffel Tower crafts - there are projects in several levels of difficulty saved to the  
board (P)  
Make a Gondola (P) 
Make a Leaning Tower of Pisa (P) 
Make a model of the Colosseum (P) 
Make a volcano  
Tape several large pieces of paper to the underside of your kitchen table and 
pretend to be Michelangelo painting the Sistine Chapel ceiling  
Make a model of Stonehenge (P) 
Use a large cardboard box to make a play double decker bus (P) 
Use a small cardboard box to make a red phone booth pencil holder (P) 
I’ve saved several other really fun-looking projects for England to the Pinterest Board.  
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Websites, Resources, and Videos
This is the link to the first in a playlist of video guides throughout Europe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seR92xEmHoQ&list=PLDlvzhdA4-Pdv-zwkSUGr5-Bu_nn_33bP
Websites 
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/top/most-beautiful-landscapes-in-europe/ 
https://www.roughguides.com/gallery/the-most-beautiful-places-in-england/ 

Animals 
http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-animals-live-in-europe.html

Plants
 http://lifeofplant.blogspot.com/2011/04/european-flora.html
http://www.europeanplants.com/

Unit 5: Africa 
Travel Videos Guides (each about 50 minutes long)
This is the link to the first in a playlist of video guides throughout Africa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2NCJ66_UN4&list=PLDlvzhdA4-PeKVe1Tyf8EZYhxCunhYwgG

Websites 
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/africa.php
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/south-africa/#south-africa-johannesburg.jpg
Biomes/ecosystems: http://study.com/academy/lesson/the-african-australian-savanna-food-webs.html
http://savannabiomeassignment.weebly.com/food-web.html
South Africa: http://kids.britannica.com/students/article/South-Africa/277148

Animals
http://www.animalfactguide.com/animal-facts/african-elephant/
http://www.atozkidsstuff.com/africa.html

Plants
http://thegreatsavanna.weebly.com/savanna-plants.html
http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/msese/earthsysflr/savannahP.html

Unit 6: South America
Travel Video Guides for South American countries (about 50 minutes long each)
This is the link to the first video on the playlist: Argentina 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7y0xRIuGP0&list=PLDlvzhdA4-PecuV5GE_N8E_umpy4s6WZD

Websites 
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/southamerica.php

Brazil 
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/brazil.html
http://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/brazil-facts.html
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/brazil/#brazil-soccer.jpg

Argentina 
http://argentinafacts.facts.co/funargentinafactsabout/argentinafacts.php

Peru 
http://thefactfile.org/interesting-facts-peru/
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Websites, Resources, and Videos
File-folder Report Instructions: 
What you need…
One or two file folders
Colored pencils, markers, scissors, tape/glue, etc. 
(Optional) Copies of chosen Interactive Notebooking Templates 
Printed out information, graphics, photos, and illustrations, or hand-drawn illustrations 

Directions: simply paste photos/illustrations/drawings into the folder to create a simple book. 

Film-strip Report Instructions: 
What you need…
One or two copies of the film-strip template from the Reproducible Interactive Notebooking 
Template section. 
Colored pencils, markers, scissors, tape/glue, etc. 
(Optional) Copies of chosen Interactive Notebooking Templates 
Printed out information, graphics, photos, and illustrations, or hand-drawn illustrations 

Instructions: 
Fill in the spaces with your graphics, illustrations, and writing. Fold in half and store in a pocket 
pasted to your notebook page. 
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Reproducible Research Forms:  
Religions of the World  
Biomes and Ecosystems of the World  
Famous People Around the World 
Animals and Birds of the World report form 
Plants and Trees of the World report form 
Blank Great Country Report form 
Blank Interesting Facts form 
Travel Brochure with pocket 
Landmarks of the World Form 
“Film-strip report” template 

Interactive notebook/file folder report folding mini-book templates 

These forms are available as a digital download pdf. To receive this pdf, email me your request at 
angela@jellybeanjar.org.  
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